
Decatur is pleased to present this year’s Annual 
Drinking Water Quality Report.   This report  is de-
signed to keep you informed about your water utility 
and the quality of your drinking water over the past 
year.  Our constant goal is to provide you with a safe 
and dependable supply of drinking water.   
 

We want you to understand the efforts we make to 
continually improve the water treatment process and 
protect our water resources.  We are committed to 
ensuring the quality of your water.  To help protect 
our water supply wells, the Decatur Water Depart-
ment is currently implementing a Wellhead Protec-
tion Plan.  The Wellhead Protection Plan focuses on 
public awareness and education and spill prevention 
and reporting.  Information on what you can do to 
help protect our drinking water supply is included in 
this report. 
 

If you have any questions about this report or con-
cerning your water utility, please contact Jim Inskeep 
at the Water Department at (260) 724-3814.  If you 
want to learn more, please attend any of our regularly 
scheduled meetings held at City Hall, located at 225 
W. Monroe Street, Decatur, IN.  They are held the 
first and third Tuesday each month at 7:30 PM.  
 

As your water utility, we work diligently to provide 
top quality water to every tap.  We ask that all our 
customers help us protect our groundwater resource, 
which is the heart of our community, our way of life 
and our children’s future. 
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Some people may be more vulnerable to contami-
nants in drinking water than the general population. 
Immuno-compromised persons such as persons with 
cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have 
undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS 
or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and 
infants can be particularly at risk from infections. The-
se people should seek advice about drinking water 
from their health care providers. EPA/CDC guidelines 
on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by 
cryptosporidium and other microbiological contami-
nants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hot-
line at (800) 426-4791. 
 

If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious 
health problems, especially for pregnant women and 
young children.  Lead in drinking water is primarily 
from materials and components associated with ser-
vice lines and home plumbing. The Decatur Water De-
partment is responsible for providing high quality 
drinking water, but cannot control the variety of mate-
rials used in plumbing components.  When your water 
has been sitting for several hours, you can minimize 
the potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 
30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for drink-
ing or cooking.  If you are concerned about lead in 
your drinking water, you may wish to have your water 
tested.  Information on lead in drinking water, testing 
methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure 
is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at 
www.epa.gov/safewater/lead. 
 

HOUSEHOLD TIPS  
FOR PROTECTING OUR  

WATER SUPPLY & WATERSHED 
 Reduce the amount of fertilizers, pesticides, or other 

hazardous chemicals that you use. Buy only what 
you need so that you don't have to dispose of lefto-
vers. Read all the labels and follow directions.  

 Recycle used oil, automotive fluids, batteries, and 
other products. Don't dispose of hazardous products 
in toilets, storm drains, wastewater systems, creeks, 
alleys, or the ground. This pollutes the water supply.  

 Use organic lawn and garden alternatives that do not 
contain synthetic chemical poisons. Reduce the use 
of products that contain any of the following words 
on their labels: caution, warning, danger, poison, 
flammable, volatile, caustic, or corrosive. 

Sources of drinking water (both tap and bottled 
water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reser-
voirs, springs and wells.  As water travels over the 
surface of the land or through the ground, it dis-
solves naturally occurring minerals and in some 
cases, radioactive material, and can pick up sub-
stances resulting from the presence of animals or 
from human activity. 
 

Drinking water, including bottled water, may rea-
sonably be expected to contain at least small 
amounts of some contaminants.  The presence of 
contaminants does not necessarily indicate that 
the water poses a health risk.  More information 
about contaminants and potential health effects 
can be obtained by calling the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 
(800) 426-4791. 
 

Contaminants that may be present in source water 
include: 
 Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and 

bacteria, which may come from sewage treat-
ment plants, septic systems, agricultural live-
stock operations, and wildlife. 

 Inorganic contaminants such as salts and met-
als which can be naturally-occurring or result 
from urban stormwater runoff, industrial or 
domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas 
production, mining or farming. 

 Pesticides and herbicides, which may come 
from a variety of sources such as agriculture, 
stormwater runoff, and residential uses. 

 Organic chemicals, including synthetic and 
volatile organic chemicals, which are byprod-
ucts of industrial processes and petroleum pro-
duction and can also come from gas stations, 
urban stormwater runoff, and septic systems. 

 Radioactive materials, which can be naturally 
occurring or be the result of oil and gas pro-
duction and mining activities. 
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The Decatur Water Department routinely monitors for constituents in your drinking water according to all Federal and State laws.  
The following table provides the results for those substances that were detected as part of our most recent monitoring. 

TABLE NOTES 
(1) - Levels detected for Lead and Copper represent the 90th percentile value as calculated from a total of 20 samples.  Note that one of the 20 
samples for lead exceeded the Action Level.  This is not a water quality violation.  The 90th percentile value for lead is below the MCL. 
 

The state allows us to monitor for some contaminants less than once per year because the concentrations of these contaminants do not change 
frequently.  Therefore, some of our data while representative, is more than one year old.  

Included in the table, you will find terms and abbre-
viations you might not be familiar with. To help you 
better understand these terms, we've provided the 
following: 

DEFINITIONS 
Action Level (AL) - The concentration of a 
contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment 
or other requirements which a water system must 
follow. 
Below the Detection Limit (BDL) - 
Constituent not detected in the sample. 
Maximum Contaminant Level - The 
“Maximum Allowed” (MCL) is the highest level of 
a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water.  
MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible 
using the best available treatment technology. To 
understand the possible health effects described for 
many regulated constituents, a person would have 
to drink 2 liters of water every day at the MCL level 
for a lifetime to have a one-in-a-million chance of 
having the described health effect. 
Maximum Contaminant Level Goal - 
The “Goal” (MCLG) is the level of a contaminant 
in drinking water below which there is no known or 
expected risk to health.  MCLGs allow for a margin 
of safety. 
Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level 
-  The “Maximum Allowed” (MRDL) is the high-
est level of disinfectant allowed in drinking water.  
Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level 
Goal -  The “Goal” (MRDLG) is the level of 
drinking water disinfectant below which there is no 
known or expected risk to health. 
Not Applicable (N/A) – No MCLG or 
MCL has been established for these unregulated 
constituents. 
Parts Per Billion (PPB) - One part per bil-
lion corresponds to one minute in 2,000 years or a 
single penny in $10,000,000. 
Parts Per Million (PPM) - One part per mil-
lion corresponds to one minute in two years or a 
single penny in $10,000. 
Picocuries per liter (pCi/L) - Picocuries 
per liter is a measure of the radioactivity in water. 

AVERAGE WATER QUALITY DATA FOR 2010 

Name of  
Substance 

Date  
Sampled 

Viola-
tion 

Yes/No 

Maximum 
Level  

Detected 

Range of  
Levels   

Detected 

Unit 
Measure-

ment 
MCLG MCL 

Likely Source of  
Substance in 

Drinking Water 

Disinfection Byproducts and Precursors  

Bromodichloro-
methane 

2008 No 2.88 0.95 to 4.8 PPB 0 N/A By-product of drinking water 
chlorination. 

Bromoform 2008 No 1.27 0.84 to 1.69 PPB 0 N/A By-product of drinking water 
chlorination. 

Chlorine Residual 2010 No 0.9 0.4 to 0.9 PPM MRDL
G=4 

MRD
L=4 

Water additive used to control 
microbes. 

Chlorodibromo-
methane 

2008 No 3.3 1.4 to 5.23 PPB N/A N/A By-product of drinking water 
chlorination. 

HAA5s 
(Haloacetic acids) 

8/10/2010 No 4.7 4.7 to 4.7 PPB 0 60 By-product of drinking water 
chlorination. 

Total TTHMs 
(Trihalomethanes) 

8/18/2010 No 17.4 17.4 to 17.4 PPB 0 80 By-product of drinking water 
chlorination. 

Inorganic Substances 

Antimony 7/22/2008 No 2.2 1.2 to 2.2 PPB 6 6 
Discharge from petroleum 
refineries; fire retardants; ce-
ramics; electronics; solder. 

Arsenic 7/22/2008 No 1.1 0.7 to 1.1 PPB 0 10 
Erosion of natural deposits; 
runoff from orchards; runoff 
from glass and electronics pro-
duction wastes. 

Barium 7/22/2008 No 0.08 0.077 to 0.083 PPM 2 2 
Erosion of natural deposits; 
discharge of drilling wastes; 
discharge from metal refineries. 

Chromium 7/22/2008 No 3.3 2.4 to 3.3 PPB 100 100 Erosion of natural deposits. 

Copper(1)   2008 No 0.44(1)  0.03 to 0.66 PPM 1.3 AL = 
1.3 

Corrosion of household plumb-
ing systems; erosion of natural 
deposits; leaching from wood 
preservatives. 

Fluoride   7/22/2008 No 1.85 1.2 to 1.85 PPM 4 4 Erosion of natural deposits 

Lead(1)   2008 No 7.7(1)  BDL to 18.1 PPB 0 AL = 
15 

Corrosion of household plumb-
ing systems; erosion of natural 
deposits. 

Nitrate 8/19/2010 No 0.69 0.38 to 0.69 PPM 10 10 Erosion of natural deposits. 

Sodium 7/22/2008 No 263.8 224.1 to 263.8 PPM N/A N/A Erosion of natural deposits; 
leaching. 

Radioactive Substances      

Alpha particles  8/25/2008 No 1.0 0.5 to 1.0 pCi/L 0 15 Erosion of natural deposits. 

Beta particles  8/25/2008 No 2.9 0.1 to 2.9 pCi/L 0 40 Decay of natural and man-made 
deposits. 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



